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Terry and Greg Hargrave were at
Denali National Park in Alaska
with their daughter, Drew, and her
financé Matt Hunter, who proposed
on the exciting trip! Congratulations!

Favorite Summer Memories

Bill Powell, shown with wife, Carol,
became the new Santa Monica
Rotary Club President.

Senior Snapshot

Outgoing Rotary president Lisa
Alexander received gifts from her
board members.

Thoughts on My Neighbor Jim Reidy

By Bill Buxton

I have been blessed to be back-door
neighbors with Jim and Virginia
Reidy for almost a quarter of a cen-
tury. Jim was a wonderful neighbor
in every sense of the word.

When | think of Jim, my first
thought is of his huge grin that he
always shared so eagerly with any-
one he met. Behind that grin was
his deep sense of kindness that
made everyone feel welcomed.

He took the time to connect with
everyone he met and always
watched out for the wellbeing of
everyone in his life.

Even in his last few Zoom Rotary
meetings, he made a point to greet
everyone with good cheer and kind-
ness as they joined the meeting.

In Rotary, his commitment to the
Family of Rotary was deep and dear
to his heart, and his leadership in
those efforts has been a big part

of the bond that holds us together
in friendship and belonging in Ro-
tary. Jim lived the Four-Way test in
everything he did in life, and per-
haps the strongest of his many gifts
he shared with the world around
him was that Jim always built
goodwill and better friendships!

Always with humility, he accom-
plished much in his life, including
service in the U.S. Marines and
many local boards and commis-
sions, including the Coastal Com-
mission and the Santa Monica City
Council, serving as Mayor Pro Tem.
Professionally, he was with IBM for

Jim Reidy, a member of the Rotary

Club of Santa Monica for over 50

years, passed away on June 24.
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17 years, before becoming profes-
sor of computer science at Pierce
College. His professional accom-
plishments were recognized by his
alma mater, the University of Ari-
zona, in their naming of the Dhali-
wal-Reidy School of Accountancy.

As co-chair of our Family of Ro-
tary Committee, Jim always made
sure he checked in on any member
who was sick or disabled for some
reason or another. A card, a call,
or flowers always came from the
Club via Jim’s thoughtfulness.

As a club, we will miss Jim, his
kindness and his grin. We can all
be thankful for his legacy that lives
on in the entire club.

Spyros Dellaportas and Judy
Neveau shared stories about
their travels at the party.

Al

Qin Stubis visited the Bodie Island
Lighthouse in the Outer Banks in
North Carolina.

The Rotary Club had its Dethroning

Party overlooking the Pacific.
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Big Talk: Skip the Small Talk and Make
More Meaningful Connections

By Kalina Silverman

With the world reopening and un-
masked faces reappearing around
the neighborhood, there are now
plenty of opportunities to catch up
with old friends and also meet new
people in the community. Some of
us are more excited than ever.

However, many people have ex-
pressed anxiety at the idea of
showing up to social gatherings
and having to engage in uncomfort-
able small talk, i.e. “So when did
you get vaccinated?” or “How was
Covid for you?”

“Big Talk” is one way to help us
avoid such conversations and
strengthen our interpersonal inter-
actions. Big Talk is a communica-
tion approach designed to help us
skip the small talk to make more
meaningful life connections in-
stead. Through Big Talk, we can
ask deeper questions of the people
we encounter, such as:

“What are you curious about ex-
ploring lately? What do you strug-
gle with in work? How might you
find help with those things? What
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is your next great adventure?
What do you wish more people
knew about you?”

Big Talk is a simple idea that
when applied can have monumen-
tal outcomes because it allows us
to easily talk about what matters
most in life. Big Talk has led to
marriage proposals, the birth of a
child, and the reunion of estranged
family members.

So, how might one actually skip
the small talk and “make Big
Talk?” Here are some suggestions:

Ask questions that are universal,
meaning anyone could answer
them.

Ask some questions that avoid
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